236      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
works, and inviting Jerome's attention to his own writings.     The   letter   was   a   very  proper   and courteous one, 021 the whole, but in the course of it he ventured to criticise Jerome's interpretation of Gal. ii. 11-14.     It is the passage where Paul modestly describes how he ' withstood Peter to the face.'    The very human-looking episode was troubling   some   of   the   new   converts,   and    so Jerome  had   explained   that   it   was  all   a   pious make-believe   for   tactical  purposes.     Augustine saw the danger of admitting that principle in the interpretation of Scripture, and pointed it out to Jerome.     This first letter did not reach Jerome, the   bearer   not   going    to   Palestine.      In   397 Augustine wrote again ,• but once more his bearer, a priest named Paulus, made a considerable circuit before reaching the Holy Land.    The result was that the Roman clergy got hold of the letter, and made merry over Jerome's defeat in his favourite field of study, long before it arrived at Bethlehem. Jerome   was,   therefore,   sorely   angered   against Augustine.      The   letter   itself   was   rather  less discreet  than the preceding,  being   characteristically confident in argument, and pleasantly inviting Jerome to csing his palinodia.'     But the chief offence was the imaginary one of having publishedtakes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
